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The industry of virtual influencers and the accompanying subcultures has emerged as a striking
phenomenon within digital culture, capturing the attention of researchers. This subculture,
characterized by its counter-hegemonic nature, reshapes cultural habits and exacerbates
ideological conflicts. This study focuses on Afghan migrant influencers as a cultural-economic
category, analyzing their influencing techniques through the lenses of “influence management”
and “performative analysis.”

To this end, we have selected 40 Afghan migrant influencers, primarily women, who are active
on Instagram. In this article, we employ netnography to explore visual data (including images,
stories, and emojis) alongside textual data (such as comments and posts). Utilizing an eight-
situation typology, we illustrate how these influencers skillfully manipulate audience
preferences to generate income while engaging in the commodification of their personal lives,
fostering a desire for ostentatious consumption among their followers.
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