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Article Info ABSTRACT

This study investigates the social and economic factors contributing to addiction to new
synthetic drugs among young males. Employing a descriptive analytical-comparative design,
Research Article the research population comprised two groups: young male users of synthetic drugs in Kerman
and their non-user counterparts. The first sample was selected purposively from rehabilitation
centers, while the second was obtained through multi-stage cluster random sampling from

Avrticle type:

Article history: various districts of the city. Data were collected using a researcher-developed questionnaire,
Received: 17-02-2025 whose construct validity was confirmed via exploratory factor analysis and reliability verified
Received in revised form: through Cronbach’s alpha, yielding acceptable coefficients. Data analysis was conducted using
02-05-2025 independent t-tests and logistic regression. The results revealed a statistically significant
Accepted: 09-06-2025 difference in the mean scores of social and economic factors between the addicted and non-

Published online: 2025-9-20  addicted groups. Furthermore, accessibility and affordability of synthetic drugs and related
paraphernalia emerged as significant predictors of drug addiction. The findings underscore that
addiction to new synthetic drugs is a complex, multifactorial phenomenon, heavily influenced

Keywords: by socioeconomic conditions. The study highlights the urgent need for increased attention
Addiction; Synthetic drugs; from both governmental and non-governmental sectors to prevent and mitigate the spread of
Economic factors; Social this issue among youth.

factors; Youth; Logistic

regression.
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