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Abstract
Introduction: Today, the main goal of most criminal systems in applying punishment or security
measures, beyond the traditional suppression and punishment of crime and the offender, is to
emphasize providing the ground for the "successful return" of the criminal to society socially,
professionally, and morally. Thus, as much as attention to the trial or investigation stage in the
criminal process is important, the nature of the legal-judicial arrangement of the execution stage of
sentences is also decisive for the offender and in fact for society (Bouloc ; Najafi Abrandabadi, 1372:
7-8). Nevertheless, the emphasis on the offender's return to society and equivalently, to life, is not
possible solely by the recognition of this necessity by the criminal system; society must also stand to
defend such a return as a "right", or accept the responsibility of ignoring it.
In recent years, thought-provoking campaigns focused on official punishments and criminal justice in
general have been initiated by Iranian society. The platform for the initial movements of some of these
campaigns has been virtual space, which subsequently led to reactions from executive and judicial
bodies as well as the general public. Since the effects and consequences of punishments can always be
represented as influenced by the will of the legislator and executive and judicial bodies, this research
examines the relationship between public awareness of the consequences of official punishments and
attitudes toward official punishments, with the perception of social justice considered as a mediating
variable. The effort has been to focus on the consequences of punishment to map the public attitude
toward the issue of punishment from a different perspective and distance it from the aforementioned
representations.
Research Method: In processing the theoretical model and explaining the findings, the theories of
Foucault, Jamil Saliba, and the Marshall hypothesis have been used. The method of this research is a
survey, the unit of observation and analysis is the individual, and the statistical population consists of
virtual space users aged 18 years or older living in Tehran. Using a convenience sampling method, a
sample of 270 people was selected from this statistical population. Due to the conditions arising from
the corona pandemic, the technique for collecting information and data was an online questionnaire
(based on the theoretical framework and also a section in the form of a short scenario related to the
topic). Although at the time of publishing the questionnaire link and at the beginning of the response
process, it was requested that only users living in Tehran participate, due to the limitations of online
questionnaires, it is not possible to verify and confirm the respondents’ compliance with this
restriction. Virtual space refers to the social network Twitter, and the messengers Telegram and
WhatsApp, and the respondents were users of these three platforms.
Findings and Conclusion: Based on the findings, the average awareness of the studied sample
regarding the consequences of punishments is higher than average (3.08 out of 4 as the maximum
level of awareness), the average social justice perceived by individuals in the sample is less than
average (2.04 out of 5 as the maximum level of perceived justice), and the attitude of the respondents
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toward punishments is, on average, an intermediate attitude leaning toward negative/opposed (2.75 out
of 5 as the most opposed/negative attitude toward punishments). The relationship between awareness
of the consequences of punishments and the attitude toward punishments is significant, and this
connection is slightly strengthened through the mediation of the social justice perception variable.
Based on the step-by-step regression analysis of the data, the independent variable, mediated by the
intervening variable, was able to explain 45% of the changes in the dependent variable; the two
dimensions of "public awareness" and "awareness connected to experience" from the independent
variable, and the dimension of “procedural justice perception” from the mediating variable,
respectively had the greatest impact on the dependent variable; thus, increasing awareness of the
consequences of official punishments leads to a decrease in the perception of social justice and,
consequently, a negative attitude toward punishments. The findings are consistent with the Marshall
hypothesis regarding public attitudes and perspectives on punishment and confirm that more
information about punishment and its consequences and surrounding issues will lead to less support
for punishment. Marshall believes that by raising awareness about the futility of the death penalty, the
dominant approach of society in the field of punishment should be changed to a rehabilitative
approach (long-term imprisonment, etc.).

The study proceeded by emphasizing Foucault's theoretical discussions in addressing the role of
dominant discourses in defining the normal/abnormal subject. Although for Durkheim, restorative law
in societies based on organic solidarity coinciding with the importance of individualities, seeks not
punishment, but "the regulation of affairs on the axis of justice" (Aron, 1396:369), from Foucault's
perspective, such an analysis faces the risk of evaluating restorative justice entirely in the direction of
individual freedoms. However, through the processes mentioned in Foucault's analysis, a multitude of
judicial and scientific mechanisms ultimately lead to the creation of an "abnormal subject” whom
society views as an alien and in opposition to itself at the time of committing a crime. An absolute
individuality that, through othering, is constantly subject to disenfranchisement. Bourdieu's theoretical
discussions regarding one of the essential characteristics of the state, namely influencing
representations, shaping perceptions, and forming our ways of seeing consciously (Delgery, 2018: 53-
54; Asadollah-nejad, 1398: 17-18), as well as Delgery (2018) in paying attention to the
"depoliticization, dehistoricization, and desocialization" of courts and the violence inherent in legal-
rational processes, including judicial and trial procedures, guided the study to reflect on formal
punishments and attitudes toward punishment based on its consequences. Although this review
proceeded by referring to public attitudes, it was simultaneously an attempt to "break from common
sense", distance from notions, and think about representations. The research findings confirm that
there is a significant relationship between awareness of the consequences of formal punishments and
attitudes toward punishments, and this relationship is strengthened through the variable of perception
of social justice. Increasing awareness of the consequences of formal punishments can lead to a greater
perception of injustice, or a decrease in the level of perception of social justice, and consequently, a
negative attitude toward punishments. In a sense, awareness of the consequences of punishments and
focusing on them was pursued as a distancing from common representations regarding punishments
and their effectiveness, shaping the final findings: it seems that public attitudes toward punishments
will vary depending on the contexts and circumstances of the crime/delinquency, the evaluation of the
trial process, and the consequences of punishment, all of which shape the perception of social justice;
as reviewing the findings and comparing them with the results of other studies also showed, neglecting
the consequences of punishment and facing the criminal/delinquent as the other of society has resulted
in a public tendency toward severe punishments. If the goal of punishment is to protect society against
antisocial acts, both social precautionary measures and precautions to prevent crime-producing
diseases must be taken. Following the school of social defense, the delinquent is not the other of
society, but a being who has "fallen from their social rank” and must be restored to their former



position. Such an approach can be the first step toward reconsidering the phenomenon of punishment
and thinking about alternative mechanisms.

Keywords: Consequences of Punishment, Legal Punishments, Public Attitude, Sociology of Punishment, Violence.



(o 3 SO o 41 (i 35§ (oo y SO jlno Glaoliy i (AT () jwo Aty (i

¥ ol by 315 s« T3155 oS oo w0 ¢ (G590 Tgand

el .l nl eolyes Il oKy ¢ galatdl 5 elain] pole 2uSiily eloinl pole 09,5 ( elainl pole yimgss ab)l i IS a3 gol il
shivamakvandi@gmail.com
m.ghazinejad@alzahra.ac.ir :asbl], . )yl o)l yes o1 olKiils (galaidl 5 clasn] pole 0ulily (eloinl pole 09,5 luisly ¥

m.rayejian@samt.ac.ir :asbl, .cuow : Sludl pole drwgs 5 Baios 0.Suidgfy (ode b guie ¢ wlid py> g (6505 Goi> (gl T

bAS>
5 5l Blg5 oo o)lgen lacljlone T aSoxTsl sl 03gs (owsy (slaclilone 4 Cholane (63550 ol (slo gy yiaam oyl dnsls (3] sla Jlo

Wi (S5 g oy SSjbre lataly | pges (AT Ay pwjp 4 Gingh cpl 098 ol ol SlelKies ¢ S HE o))

@bad ol 5l casl ole ol dxelr g 08 oo g esnlite oy ¢ tulegy g G35y el 035 JUJle 858 g Llo Jex o558
sl odd QL] 8 YV oo & laiged oy yied xS uiges bey Sl edlil b pliad b oSl SYL L JL VA (e gLl jle
F5IYA) bugio 5 5YL acljlxe clasely | GbsSowl (aBT (SKike daaisl  wluly ol 039 oWl dolidin s rodls (¢ yolaes S5
55 g osd Sl edlae i oyt (lsis 4 0 5IV/F) Lawsgio Sl 108 00 STl slazal el (Ko 2T (je oyt (lsiea
s (5,5 b bhibre glasely I (2T dal; conl (beljlrs 4 (3,55 05t Glsie 40 5IYVO) ol (8,5 beljbre auns
95 sl 03,8 a5 |y dasly puite lpeis 517D Lawsly piie (0le 4 Jitas e plaplS (g )S ) Juloo bl sl jolize lacljloxe
2 GRS oyt it (ol peite Sl sl i STb A 5 (it it | s 4 Jrog (AT 5 € agas alSD 1
4 o ile G5)S5 @ 3 g elatal cllie Sl el e ewsy slilre slatoly 1 2T IRl lantly anly e

D)5 o beljlbre

ol iy o il (B jloce ciiguitc il wliidrols aHfjlxo slotoly i ol 5155y


mailto:m.rayejian@samt.ac.ir

The Relationship Between The Level of Awareness of The Consequences of
Formal Punishments and Attitude Toward The Formal Punishments

Abstract

In recent years, Iranian society has been the site of thought-provoking movements focused on official
punishments. Since the effects of punishments can always be represented as influenced by the will of
the legislator and executive bodies, this research examines the relationship between public awareness
of the consequences of official punishments and attitudes toward punishments, with the perception of
social justice considered as a mediating variable. The processing of the theoretical model and
explanation of findings were based on the theories of Foucault, Saliba, and the Marshall hypothesis.
The research method is a survey, the unit of observation and analysis is the individual, and the
statistical population consists of virtual space users aged 18 or older residing in Tehran. Using a
convenience sampling method, a sample of 270 people was selected. The data collection technique
was an online questionnaire. Based on the findings, the average awareness of respondents regarding
the consequences of punishments is above average (3.08 out of 4 as the highest level), the average
perceived social justice is below average (2.04 out of 5 as the highest level), and the attitude toward
punishments is an intermediate attitude (2.75 out of 5 as the most negative attitude). The relationship
between awareness of the consequences of punishments and attitudes toward punishments is
significant. Based on stepwise regression analysis, the independent variable, through the mediating
variable, explained 45% of the changes in the dependent variable; "public awareness”, "experience-
linked awareness" and the "procedural justice perception” had the greatest impact on the dependent
variable.
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