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Celebrity migration, as an emerging cultural and media phenomenon, is not merely
geographical relocation but a complex process of redefining identity, meaning, and
social status. This study explored the identity, meaning-related, and social challenges of
Iranian migrant celebrities. A qualitative approach and thematic analysis were
employed. Data comprised narratives, interviews, live streams, media programs, posts,
and other content published by Iranian migrant celebrities between 2020 and 2025.
Content related to 11 Iranian migrant celebrities was purposively selected and analyzed.
Following transcription and repeated review, data were analyzed using Braun and
Clarke’s (2006) thematic analysis at three levels: basic, organizing, and global themes.
Findings indicated that migration was accompanied by identity rupture and suspended
belonging. Participants experienced distancing from their familiar cultural context,
instability in their sense of self, and difficulties redefining their social identities. The
erosion of meaning systems, decline in social and professional capital, psychological
distress, and pressures from the host society were also major challenges. Celebrity
status did not necessarily alleviate these pressures; rather, because professional identity
was closely tied to visibility and social recognition, it could make migration more
complex and exhausting. Nevertheless, some participants experienced migration as an
opportunity to reconsider their cultural identity, national belonging, and the meaning of
homeland. Overall, migration among Iranian celebrities is a multilayered process
involving the continuous reconstruction of identity, meaning, and social status across
diverse cultural and media contexts.
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