@

Faculty of Social Sciences

Journal of Social Problems of Iran
E- ISSN: 2008-8973

Home page: http: //ljsp.ut.ac.ir

Living in the Margin

An Ethnography on the daily life of the suburbs of Saeedabad neighborhood of Tehran

Saber Jafari Kafiabadi®

| Behroz Rostakhiz® "' | Mojtaba Abdi®

1. Assistant Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, Allameh Tabatabai University, Tehran, Iran. Email: saberjafari65@atu.ac.ir
2. Anthropology and Member of Research Institute for Social Policy and Social Studies, Allameh Tabatabai University; Tehran,
Iran. Email: b.roustakhiz@atu.ac.ir

3. Phd student of Shahid Beheshti University; Tehran, Iran. . Email: pouriaabdi@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received:

18 February , 2023
Received in revised form:23
May 2023

Accepted: 23 May 2023
Published online: 10 June
2023

Keywords:

Slum dwelling; Margins of
society; Living in the margin;
Daily Life; Ethnography

The article is an account of ethnographic study about daily life in two suburban settlements in
Tehran; a phenomenological exploration about the living experiences of their inhabitants.
These settlements, known publicly as "colonies" and located in the Saeedabad neighborhood of
the Shadabad. Findings show that the special living conditions in these colonies resulted in
convergence of spatial and temporal boundaries in arenas such as employment, education and
free time of the residents. The special conditions are particularly due to the densely populated
residential context of the colonies, limited living space, lack of minimum amenities, and
apparent poverty of the resident households. Confrontation with external formal or informal,
individual or institutional charities, is the only situation which manifests unanimity and
alliance of the residents over their inferior identities. In fact, social relations between them are
based more on the acquisition of resources than on urban division of labor. Power relations
and hierarchy of authority more than anything is determined by variables like gender and being
breadwinner; And the most important principle governing formal relations is ownership and
property. The perceptions of the colonies of Saeedabad conveys residents perceive their life as
isolated from the city; somewhere in border- city and non-city.
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