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Many girls dream of an ideal marriage and failure to achieve it at the proper age leads to a
problem called definite singleness. This research sought to achieve the paradigm model of
definite singleness of girls using the grounded theory. The research population included rural
girls in Darreh Shahr city of Ilam province, 22 of whom were selected as informants, using
purposive sampling and considering the principle of theoretical saturation. Data collection was
through semi-structured interviews, followed by three steps of open coding, axial coding, and
selective coding. Causal conditions included the taboo of marriage turn’, stigma, and ideal
preferences. The contextual conditions consisted of cognition paradox, class distinctions,
expecting too much, and restraining fears. Intervention conditions included involvement of
others and personal failures. The main strategies were a Tolerance and silence, thinking about
death, satisfaction with the minimum, Relationshipe with the opposite sex, belief in fortune
tellers, anti-leisure actions, Satisfaction of others, and therapeutic groups. Consequences
included despair, doubt and protest, acceptance and restitution, and distorted identity. The core
category of this research was definite singleness as endless bitterness. The phenomenon of
definite singleness of girls, which is the result of a lack of sexual capital, the reduction of
emphasized femininity, and other factors, has led to the stigmatization and social exclusion of
the girls, threatening their ontological security.

Cite this article: Sepidnameh, B. & Parvizi, F. (2024). Investigating the Definite Singleness of Rural Girls in Darreh Shahr
City (A Grounded Theory), Journal of Social Problems of Iran, 14 (2), 53-79.

© The Author(s).

Publisher: University of Tehran Press.

1 In which the younger cannot get married before the older girl because of traditional values.
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